






















\\alt Klamnlh 
4 ... y U 

• 

"This IS not religion It 15 spmtuahty." 
That was the first and last thing Walt Klamath 
said to the tre.hman elas • April 20". 2006. He 
spoke to u for about an hour about things 
\ 3r)lng from the Alsea Indians to preaching 
e'penen es he has had. HIS vanety 10 topics 
kept us listemng to and mterested 10 whal he 
had to say. 

"E'erythlOg "e do IS done With a 
prn)er. This IS not rehglon. It IS splri tuahty. 
We say aUf prayer .. and thl is me. Because I 
can't talk for anyone else when I talk to you. I 
thlOk I'll soy, thank you, Great Spirit, for 01-
10wlOg me to be here wllh these young people 
today ... ahhoh. You take the left hand, the ann 
that IS closest to your hean. Now I'm gOlOg 10 

tell you to thmk with your heart: talk With your 
heart; don't thlOk With your head. How do you 
talk \\Ith your heart? You talk with respect, 
you talk with smcemy, you talk With your 

hcart Ahhoh" 
A/ler Wait gave thut 
tlllroducl1on. he 
walked around the 
Circle we had made 
With oor desks and 
shook lell hands 
With us while saying 
"ahhoh" Before he 
went around, he olso 
added, "And every­
thing goes to the left. 
Thot's the way the 
earth goes around 
the sun. Every­
thing's 10 a circle 
and life IS a cllcle." 
A /ler he \Va done 

talking to our class, I 
tolked to Ilim somc more, and he menlioned the 
word "ohhoh" again. He said it meont a lot of 
IhlOgs. that 11 didn 't really haveJusl.one 
mg. Wolt SOld it had over 200 meamngs In the 
Indian language. Some examples were hcllo, Or 
a form of goodbye. I soya form of goodbye be­
couse he also said that the Indians didn't have a 
\\ord for goodbye. They only had a word like 
ahhoh that wa more like an Informal way of 
sa)'lng goodbye. 

"Everything's in a 
d 1·,.· . I " circle an lIe IS a clrc e. 

Aller Ihat, Wait pro ceded 10 talk about 
the Alsea Indians. " I looked up the word Alsea. 
Alsea, the LatlO word meaning "a pleasant val­
[ey." The Indtan word for Alsi is "the dark riv· 
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crs .. I huve kmm n one A 
Imhun In nil my hie. And 

mll.:rc!'lllOg about tlUlI I 
wen I 10 my "ompuler "nd 
looked II up. In 1910 there 
were 2'1 AI,ea IndlUn. left I 
feci very fortunate haVing met 
one. n,e Alsi people wcre 
wiped Oul by Ihe measles. And 
os W[1S the region's, Silcli peo­
ple. n,e rcglon's Ilell people 
were in whal waS called Ihe 
Cro ked River (nollhe central 
Oregon river). Ahout Ihailime 
IS when they dtsappeared . 
When lile confedemcy tnbe 
was mo,cd to Silet7, the Siletz 
people would not even lalk 10 

them . nley were IOtruders. 
And then in Ihe early twenties 
the AI i and thc IUslawand 
other lribes that werc mte-

"I can remember a 
day in Depot Bay, 

• there was a sIgn 
out there that said 
' Indians and dogs 
not allowed. '" 

grated mto Ihe Siletz and are 
still not recognlled . 

"The Indian people 
were herded into difTerent 
places. Into re ervatlons. They 
were not allowed to speak the 
language. They were nol al­
lowed 10 carryon thell tradi­
tions. They were not allowed 
to use their culture. The kids, 
if you can't take care of Ihem, 
they go to boardtng school. 
And this happens. and the kids 

In bUlJnJ'ng \choot OIrc 10 Buy, ,here wu a "Ign (jut Ih""fe 
he Integrated into the white ... ,- th.1I Old 'Indian' and dng not 
e,ety And the m"th<,. ond la- all\lw.-d' And p."ple w\luldn't 
ther were '<1"""ted on two dll- Jdmilthey Wl-re Imlilln . Out 
rt'Tent lime!) have thangcd we have: 

Walt conlinued to tell as many nnn-lndlOn people dn-
us how the Indians werc 109 euitural tiling, 0' we do 

Ife sa id that the kid Indian people. That's good. I 
weren' t ollowed to speak Ihe Ihlnk " 
languuge in school, lind If they Walt al!!O talh-d aboul his Job 
did they would be punished "I've prC<lched 'Gospel Ae-
severely. So the parents didn't cord1l1g to Wait," far obout 14 
teach the language, culture, or yea" now And where I'm at 
an)'tillng for fear that thell now, what I do I If I have a 
children would be punIShed btg clleic lIke this, and a lot of 
But there was a toll anyhow lime, [ throw. dice out 10 the 
".and thrOUgh It all, we Just middle. ow each one af you 
kind of forgot who we were." would tell me what you .<-e. 

After that, he talked Every one of you Will ec 
about how the government somethlOg dlfTerent, and wc're 
tried to get nd of the Indians. looking at the Some thlOg. And 
'They did everyth1l1g pOSSible. what you see from where 
They would give them blan- you're at Is that nght? You 
kets that had smallpox 10 them, don't know. Is Ihat wrong? 
and measles. And one of the You don'l know. But my 
things I tell people now, the leacher said there is no nght 
while pcople tned everyth1l1g and wrong. Nothtng's wrong. 
to ehminate the Indians but 
they couldn't 
do II. Thcy poi-
soned Ihem, 
bounties, diS­
eases. but they 
found a way to 
do It. White 
flour, while 
sugar, and 
white women 
to ehmlOate the 
Indian people. 

"Today 
the Indian peo­
ple afe ac­
cepted. I can 
remember a 
day In Depot 

\Villi Klam;\th ..,..Ih Ihe COIIkden.tc= Tnbe' of 
Siletz 8.) 3 drug and alcohol (:(lUnSCIOf 
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II Il1J.L{ ll\\\hlk1l.",h,:i.' Ti.'r1,lInh· I ..... 1II.t , ·n .. , ,uu 
\\h.,l \\'U hdll'\": '''HI'n" p.lI1 haH' a tl'l .. ,\ I,um III )llur 
01 th~ ~ln:k" 1h.ll1ll,'l' stu: ',lilt. ' ,C~ . 'Do 

tI!ll u~ _ Itmc after thai Ilich 
llne l:dptt\;Jtoo aur Iml1~lnu· 
Ilnlh and mode us sc and· 

r:H.l io, c\ er t le\ isi n ha tal in it. ry­
uldn ' t tal i' a r ek. I f that TO k di In '[ have a lill , Y u w 

. " get Te cpt I n. 

C\(, he tl,ld \b il ,tal) 
fnlm hl:-' \\l,rl. that rI!'JU) gOI 
\)Ul ht"Jd:-. ,pinning "I \\as 
J,ltd 10 do tlmC Cl-remomes. 
c\crul )can. a~o, Jnd I \loa!:! 

1'1\'11) ne" 31 thiS I \\ as prcH~ 
cmhaJrJ.."td ..1OOUI h(lng In a 
brg ,ro"d tJI~rng I usuoll> 
Cart) "Ith me a banner. m) 
c.rndl . • my eagle ~ alhL'T. n 
ro k, «-dar, ag • I'll CillT) all 
5IuIT" rth me. a I put my 
banner OUt. m) candles OUl, 

my eagle feather and e,ery­
thrng I soy. e' el')1hrng out 
here has given rts Irfe to us t • 
daj and one lady says. 'You 
mean to tell me that rock there 
\\'Ib, once alJ\ e?' I Said 
'Ma'am, that rock rS very 
much alrve today.' She sord 
'Bullshrt,' and she dtdn't COme 
back the neXi day for the cere­
mony_ I was dead In water. I 
drdn'l know what to do. The 
fOllowmg } ear I was back rn 

onh Dakota, or somewhere 
m there. The same thrng hap­
pened, and thIS fellow thaI 
werghed about 400 pounds 
stopped the ceremony nghl 
there. He said, 'M.s'am, I 
would like to ask you some 
questIOns. Now, I would like 
(0 be very honest with your an­
swe",. Could you do lhat?' 

) U ho\(' [l r.llhll III your 
home'.)' 'Yes' He soy ,'Now. 
\la'am, tell me, v ry hone'tly, 
\ cry \ery hone~'I)' now, do 
lhe} work" nd . he ha a 
dumbfounded loo~ on her face 
and . rd, 'Y e~, of cou"e they 
do.' . E\ ery rndlO. C'very telev)a 
'Sion has a 1)!'t131 In 11. A crys­
tal r,a rock Ifthot roc~ drdn't 
ho\e. Irfe, JOU wouldn ' t gct 
receptron ' And that rS some· 
thrng lhat I have earned WIth 
me for a good number of yeo", 
n Yo'." 

After that onc. Walt 
told another Slory about a 
medicine man who preked up 
burning hot rocks, yet drdn't 
get burned 
ITom them, It 
was an amllZ-
rng story that 
showed how 
good the In· 
dIan mediclOe 
people really 
were. "62% 
of the medr-
clOe mtro· 

duced by In· 
dion people is 
still used to-
day_" 

Walt 
contmued to 

guc~s the world we live In 

Th .. man ,hawed the 
cia" of 2009 thOl people of all 
ruce. <hould be a cepted rnto 
,ocrcty. He shared with us hrs 
own personal information, sto­
nes, and \ iews on everything 
he talked about. He was happy 
10 talk 10 us. Ilnd we were 
happy to Irsten to hrm. Hrs 
words wrll slrck w,th us, and 
we thank h,m so much for 
coming all the way out to Al­
sea. I hope that everyone can 
expcrience what we drd wrth 
Walt. Just remember, it's spm­
tualrty, not religion. Ahhoh. 

- Louren Dimock 

Tunlr drawing by Joe Sch .... r;ch 
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Frontier Poem 

Pioneers 
I.aad rhe krd' , loud the guns 
Puck your boW, It' S time to run 
Across th. plarns, and a lot mOrC. 
Ileuded to Oregon, more lond galore. 
CI.rI" y ur land, burld 0 fencc. 
No lime to wa Ie, It'S now your ~pocc 
The mount urn and valley lre.II uround 
Notlrke the place we u cd to cull home. 

hclsea Gula 

peak of lhe Land 

We speak of. land, a land c.lled the W t 
Wht:rc the sun Will shine 10 liS ",cry best 
And our hfe back East Just Isn't thai great 
When the Ide:] was thought, Iherc was no debate_ 

Go West r Go West r Push for the Sea 
Pastlhe grass and the rock and Ihc powers thai be: 
Go West! Go West! If we leave the EaSI 

Perhaps one day we can finally have peace. 

So we set on our path, leaving Eastern shore 
We know alilhat is ahead. If not more 
ThrOugh the days and nrghts, the hou", pass by 
As we watch for the Plams With clouds m its sky. 

Sct foot on the grass. a barren wasteland 
lIlt1e water and food, much less human hand 
Takes many a day, to cross tlus place 
Alihough I press on, detennmallon on my face 

And we sil 'round Ihe tire and slOg our song 
And the children say as they march along' 
"Though the winds may blow and the ram may fall 
Though the storms may try '0 slay us .11 
We will go West" 

Past the grasses one finds the great hills 
More like Mounl310S Ihey are, wuh no soil to tills 
And the up tnp IS no easy fcal 
As we htl our legs and stamp our feel 

lJ 

PerfeC I I'lnee 
OVCT there 
That hm Jel Wcam 
Though fun rn the ,ummer 
I. a rlt-11I krlkT 

p hLTe 
ThIS nrCe log 
A good swrmmrng hole 

reatcd by a dyoamrte hlow 

Down here 
At the mouth 
Perfect place 
For my hou,e. 

leven Koe17 

And we push and push, vymg for the lop 
And we vow tha.t we Will die before we SlOp 
And the mountam ~cts higher, almosllo tht ~IJJ".i; 
The star; we can feel . where'ier we are 

And we $11 'round lhe fire and sing our song 
And the chrldren say as they march .Iong 
"Though the wtnd may blow and rhe ratns may fall 
Though lhe storms may try to slay us all 
We will go Wesr " 

Well. we mastered the slopes and came to the peak 
And there was lu h land farther than the eye could seek 
And we aU reJOiced, and we yells and cheers 
Smce «mung to tlus place. we ha\le forgounl our fears 

We are not the fint. nor 3re we the last 
But we found our place m the West awful fast 
And we senled in peace, for we'd finatly found 
The place 10 which we were Westward bound. 

Go Wcst~ Go West' 1113115 what I say 
You'll reach the Sea SO very quick. if you leave loday 
For nature he abundaRl here, at Its very best 
That you can find most anywhere. so hurry up! Go 
West! 

Jered Bmy 
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Hunting Po m 

\ i\ l i .. 
I hCOlr Ihl II'P"', 

The CT3,khnS of Ihe Ica\ c. 
t lp~. mJ)tle .. t'n,e, m 

don'l mtnc, I barel) e\en brealhe. 

J.m, t fi", 
ml \. ht run 
\\alk ",\J~ f, hng dcfcOied. 

- Dam chr<.ber 

lIunting 
Wde up earl) 
Befa", the sun 
PUI on m) clothes 
And grab my gun 

Walk ou' back 
lIunling for decr 
Hope I'll find one 
There's none here 

I'm gonna try tomorrow 
r m gonna try ogaln 
I' ll go somewhere else 
Find th. un.1 they're m 

Wde up early 
Tum the key 
Dn\'e to the umt 
See what I can see 

There's some does 
One hltle buck 
To small to shoo, 
Just h,s luck 

I'm genna try tomorrow 
I'm gonna Iry again 
t'll go somewhere else 
Find the unllthey're in 

Wake up early 
Tum Ihe key 
Dnvc to Ihe Unit 

See whal I can see 

There's one doe 
Just my luck 
But wait a second 
There's a buck 

I bagged a deer 
No hunllng lomorrow 
It feels greal 
One year 10 a row 

-Greg Hendrix 
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Fi hing IOn the River 

"To go fishing is the chance to wash one's soul with pure aIr, with the rush 
the brook or the serenity of a lake and the shimmer of the sun on blue water, It 

bring . nnd Inspiration from the decency of nature, harity toward 
tackle-makers, patience towards fish, a mockery of profit and egos, A qUiet 109 of 
hate, a rejoicing that you do not have to do a darned thing until next week, And it 
is a Ie son in the equali ty of everyone- for all people are equal before fih!" 

On the River 
could do whalever I please 

'd go for a SWim in the river 
'd lie on my back & bob on Ihe surface 

never move anywhere hither 

I'd float and I'd flo.t and I'd float more 
Wilhoul a thOUght on my mind 

sun on my face and ghstenmg sklO 
.fternoon VOId of all lime 

sun would begin [0 trovel down 
I 'd know ir's I line to go home 
Bu, I'd climb on the bank .nd sit Instead 
Wotching the river roam on alone 

- Mana Gammon 
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-Ilerben I 

A Long Journey 
\I seems like Ihalllme 
T.me 10 go 10 fresh waler 
II w.1I be a long Journey 
I need 10 gel pllSllhe oller 

I made It to the esNary 
I w.1I resl a wh,le 
Ge, used 10 the fresh waler 
Then travel many a nule 

I am hungry now 
I need my energy 
Hey, Ihere's a shnmp 
It '5 all for me 

I take a b,te of It 
Wh.t is thIS sharp Ng 
1 can '( give infO it 
They pull me mto a b.gJug 

Hey there IS a man 
He has somelhlng In his hand 
It 's b'g and blunt 
He ti,rusts It and ... ..... . 

-Greg Hendnx 
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