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 Jan Olsen was born in Corvallis on Octo-

ber 10, 1950 on Harrison Street. Her first job 

outside of her home was working with an elderly 

woman named Celia Dame. Miss Jan was in her 

thirties when she started working with Celia. She 

worked with Celia because she was blind and in 

need of household and bookkeeping help. Miss 

Jan loved Celia and found her very interesting. 

Celia had been a shoemaker in her younger 

years and had actually had the opportunity to 

make sport shoes for Babe Ruth. She said, 

“Celia really enriched my life with her stories, 

her history of being born in one century (1899), 

and living a full life in the next.” 

Since Miss Jan has lived her entire life in 

the Alsea area, she has strong feelings about 

the way our community has changed. She said, 

“It's been difficult watching Alsea change from 

the way it used to be. We've become such a 

bedroom community, and very few people can 

actually make a living here so they have to trav-

el to towns for their jobs.” She said this has 

caused the loss of businesses, students in our 

school, and many families have moved into 

towns to be closer to their jobs. 

Miss Jan said that she loves her job here 

at school, but there have been days when the 

thought of working with flowers would seem 

peaceful. In other words, flowers do not talk 

back. When Miss Jan started to work at our dis-

trict, her job was being a custodian. She said, “I 

loved making the school look nice for the stu-

dents and staff.” 

One day Mr. Cowdrey (a former teacher 

here at our school) asked Miss Jan to apply for 

an aide job. She thinks that was in 1999, but  

she said, “time flies when you’re having fun!” 

Miss Jan works with students who need extra 

help, whether it’s in reading, math, science, or 

social studies. Now all the students come to her 

in the Resource Room, but in the past she has 

worked in the individual classrooms from kinder-

garten through 12th grade. 

I didn't know before writing this article 

that Miss Jan has three generations of her fami-

ly who have gone to school here from Kinder-

garten through graduation. She has nine family 

senior pictures “on the wall of fame” in the grade 

school hallway. 

When I asked Miss Jan about retirement 

she told me that she's not ready for retirement 

yet, due to the fact that she has students who 

she wants to see graduate. 

Jan Olsen 
By Leah Bennett 
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Lori  Greenfield was born in the year 

1960, in the same place she was raised in, Sa-

vannah, Georgia. Mrs. Greenfield has two sib-

lings: one older sister, and one younger brother. 

When I asked her what brought her here she 

answered with, “I went to Washington, for a 

summer trip in my last year of college, and I just 

felt more at home here.” Mrs. Greenfield met her 

husband in Corvallis, Oregon. Between the two 

of them they have three children together. 

Mrs. Greenfield worked at Alsea for 10 

years from 1994-2004. When working here be-

fore, she taught 7th and 8th grade social studies 

and language arts and 9th grade English for one 

year. Some people you may know who were in 

that class are Katie Sapp, Scott France, Saman-

tha Pedder, Ricki Hendrix, Randy Chilcote, and 

Joy Jordan. She also did a study hall period. For 

the other 9 years at Alsea School she taught 4th 

grade. 

When working at Alsea through that time, 

she told me that, “Every Thursday I would bring 

my dog in and all the kids loved her. Her name 

was Bailey. I would take the kids and Bailey to 

study the life in the river. They would just have 

so much fun. It was amazing. The kids even 

kept track of how big Bailey was getting, be-

cause 

Bailey 

was just 

eight 

weeks 

old when 

I got her.” 

Mrs. 

Green-

field also says, “that the study of river life is very 

important for our community.” 

After 2004, Mrs. Greenfield spent time in 

administration in Corvallis and Central Linn. 

Most of her work as an administrator was in Al-

bany. Mrs. Greenfield is now retired from admin-

istering at Albany. 

Although, she wasn’t 

quite done working. 

She said, “I came to 

the school [Alsea], 

told them that if they 

need me for any-

thing that would be 

awesome. If not that 

is ok.” She also said, 

“I just wanted some-

thing to keep me 

busy, and something fun, and nothing too long 

term.” 

Mrs. Greenfield is now working at Alsea 

School again as a dean of students and student 

services director. When I was interviewing Mrs. 

Greenfield she said, “I don’t want anything long 

term,” so after that I had asked her if we will be 

seeing her next year. She replied with, “It would 

be nice to be 

here again next 

year. I’m having 

a lot of fun with 

all the kids. I 

think I will con-

tinue to do this 

until the school 

doesn’t need 

me or until I am 

not having any-

more fun.” 

Lori Greenfield 
By Ysabell Orantes 

Mrs. Greenfield loves to garden.  Mrs. Greenfield enjoying the solar 
eclipse that happened in August.  
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John Clark was born in the southeastern 

part of Montana in a small town a little bigger 

than Alsea but a little smaller than 

Philomath.  He grew up in a house with seven 

siblings. His house was very crowded and prob-

ably hard to get around in with all the kids. He 

knew from the young age of 6 or 7 that he want-

ed to run his own business.   

    John's first job was working in a store in his 

teen years, but it wasn't the best of times.  He 

said, “My first time working in a store wasn’t that 

pleasant. As I was taking the groceries out for a 

customer, a dog ran up and bit my leg.”  After 

that, he got another job doing a paper route. He 

claims that as his first real business for himself. 

    In 1999, John moved to Alsea after finding 

our “charming little place.”  He came across Al-

sea when he was on a tourist trip and fell in love 

instantly.  That week he bought the store on a 

whim. “I had been working in large companies 

for the past thirty years and I wanted something 

of my own,” he stated.  When he bought the 

store it already was a running, functioning store. 

It just went under new management and started 

growing faster along with getting a new nick-

name from the locals: “John Boy’s Mercantile.” 

Along with getting the Merc, John also bought a 

bed and breakfast about a half mile from the 

store and a gas station that is across the street  

from the store. 

In total, John Boy has been in Alsea for 

about 19 years and loves it.  When I asked him, 

“if you were ever able to have another job, 

would you take it?”  Without hesitation “no” was 

the one-word answer. I think that it's safe to say 

that he found his passion right here in little Al-

sea.  I asked him a few questions about how he 

thinks people react or feel when they come to 

Alsea. He thought and then said, “I think that 

they feel enchanted and delighted. The most im-

portant thing that I strive for is good customer 

service.” 

John Boy’s 
By Liberty Ulm 
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Lance Kreis was born on January 23rd, 

1970. He is from Ohio. Lance works at Alsea 

School as a bus and activity van driver.  

Before Lance was a bus driver, he had 

many other jobs. One job that he had was a 

Franz Bread truck driver. He drove for the Franz 

Bread Company for about ten years. He says “I 

loved the job, but eventually it got tiring.” Anoth-

er job that he had was a car salesman. He 

learned to love Subarus because those were the 

kind of cars that he sold at the dealership. He 

was a Subaru salesman from 2001-2006. 

Lance’s loves Subarus because they are awe-

some and they are very safe and fun to drive in 

all weather conditions.   

When Lance first came to the school, he 

was a student aide and sub aide teacher. One 

day Carmen (the head of transportation services 

with Alsea School) asked, “Hey Lance, I am 

short on bus drivers. If you would like to become 

one we can set up the training right away.” She 

kept asking him day after day, then finally he de-

cided to switch to bus driving. So far, Lance has 

been a bus driver for three years. Lance quotes, 

“I will stop driving when busses drive them-

selves.” 

One of Lance’s favorite parts of his job is, 

“The littles, you know. Just hearing their imagi-

nation run wild.” Lance says that one day on the 

bus a student was telling a story of how mer-

maids live in the 

sea with their 

fancy castles 

and the king. 

She said, “They 

wear pink with 

pretty sparkles 

just like my Bar-

bie at home.” Lance 

loves listening to the 

stories and engaging 

in their everyday lives 

helping them learn 

new things. He says 

that their funny stories 

brighten and make his 

day better. 

Even though 

Lance is busy with his 

job, he loves to spend time with his girlfriend Sa-

rah Cash and her son Cash. Some of their fa-

vorite things to do together are going to the 

beach, making something out of nothing, and 

vacationing. Lance says, “One of my favorite 

things to do with Cash is go to the beach and 

use anything that we can find to build stuff like 

castles.” Lance and Sarah love to go vacation-

ing on their free time. All together their whole 

family loves to go to the beach to just hangout 

on the weekend or for a vacation. 

Lance quotes, “Out of where I grew up 

and Alsea, by far Alsea is one of the best!” In his 

opinion, Alsea is one of the most beautiful plac-

es in the world. Lance loves the rural area be-

cause there are not as many rules or people. 

Lance quotes, “Where I come from, all that you 

see is trash, cars, and dark clouds. But here, 

you can see the trees from a long distance and 

the blazing blue sky.” He also loves to stargaze 

at night when the sky is clear, especially with 

Cash.  Altogether, Lance loves how at about an-

ytime he can walk outside and do any activity 

that he wants. 

 Some things that Lance loves to do in Or-

egon are fishing, target shooting, and riding his 

motorcycle. He also loves to go hunting in his 

A Day in the Life of Lance Kreis 
By Amber Dubord 



7 

 

spare time.  

 “My favorite thing to make is with back-

strap. I don’t remember what it is called, but it 

was delicious!” Some of his favorite foods are 

elk, trout, and salmon. “Speaking of fishing,” he 

says, “Mrs. Ellis used to take the seventh and 

eighth grades on a survival trip to Missouri bend. 

When the kids were doing activities, guess 

where I was...fishing!!!” Lance personally liked 

those trips because of fishing and helping the 

kids with other outdoor activities. He loves to get 

involved with the kids, helping them and having 

fun doing it. 

Lance altogether loves to spend time 

working, volunteering, and helping kids at Alsea 

School. When he’s not at work, he is spending 

time with his love Sarah or her son Cash. Lance 

will never be forgotten at Alsea School. Thank 

you for all of your hard work! 

 

Detective Glass 
By Ariyah Bishop 

 Detective Eric Glass is a Person Crime 

Detective from Benton County Police Depart-

ment. His first job out of high school was work-

ing for a company called Vector Control. Vector 

Control sprays for vermin. He doesn’t really 

have any inspirations in the law enforcement 

field, but he has always wanted to work in law 

enforcement since he was a little kid. He 

said,  “My older cousin works in law enforce-

ment.” 

 Detective Glass explained how he feels 

about Alsea High School: “I have enjoyed the 

time I’ve spent at Alsea High School. The staff 

and students have always been friendly and 

welcoming. The atmosphere is positive and the 

people I have interacted with have been genuine 

and willing to work with me on whatever it was I 

was working through.” 

 He sometimes feels overwhelmed with 

the Criminal Justice system. “Sometimes the 

overall complexity of everything in the Criminal 

Justice system can be overwhelming. The vol-

ume and complexity of work itself is rarely a 

problem since it was what you volunteered to 

do,” said Detective Glass. “Interviews, training, 

typing reports, and things like that are not usual-

ly a problem either. What most people rarely re-

alize when they start a career in law enforce-

ment is the length of time it takes for cases to 

reach their conclusion and how often cases 

reach a conclusion beyond your control.” 

 I asked Detective Glass what his job is 

and he said, “I work with physical abuse and 

sexual abuse cases. There is mostly women in 

those cases. But when a homicide occurs, I 

work that case.” When I asked him, “what was 

one of the most disturbing things he’s seen 

since becoming a detective,” he replied with, 

“The most disturbing thing I have seen during an 

investigation is the effect sexual abuse can have 

on victims or survivors and how much it can 

change a family.” 

 I asked Detective Glass what he thinks 

he does for our community. He said, “I see value 

in the work I’m doing and in the work I’m able to 

do.” I asked him to explain that more. “I see the 

value in the work that I do because I have been 

doing it for long enough to see positive out-

comes to cases I’ve worked,” says Detective 

Glass. “I have also been able to see how the 

work that I’ve been able to do has affected peo-

ple I have met and interacted with.”  When I 

asked him, “if you could have any other job, 

what would it be?” he said, “No idea. Probably 

something in fitness or the outdoors.” As Detec-

tive Glass moves forward in his career, he will 

make even more positive outcomes in this soci-

ety. 
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Ricki Hendrix was born in the Corvallis 

hospital, on March 3rd, 1986. Her parents are 

Roger Hendrix and Janette Sapp. Ricki has five 

brothers, three of which are biological and two 

that are step. She went to Alsea School, pre-

school through graduation. She graduated in the 

class of 2004. When Ricki was very young she 

would go to work with her dad. She told me, 

“when I was eight years old I started to drive my 

dad’s truck in the hay fields.” 

The first job Ricki ever got was babysit-

ting when she was 11 years old. “This was a 

sporadic job until I was 13,” said Ricki. She 

started working two days a week. When she 

turned 14 she was given a job five days a week, 

nine hours a day during the summer. 

Ricki started 

working at 

her dad's 

business, 

J.R. Hendrix 

Inc., when 

she turned 

15. She 

worked in the 

office and 

shop. When Ricki turned 16 she became a co-

owner of the business  so she could become a 

heavy equipment driver. “I mostly drove an off 

road dump truck, excavator, backhoe, CAT, 

scraper, front end loader, and roller,” said Ricki. 

Ricki's dad’s business did a lot for the communi-

ty including road building, installing culverts and 

bridges, fish stream rehab, and storm clean up. 

During high school Ricki played basket-

ball and volleyball. She maintained a 4.0 grade 

point average throughout her high school ca-

reer. After Ricki graduated at Alsea High School 

in 2004, she went to OSU. She graduated with a 

Bachelor's Degree in Exercise and Sports Sci-

ence with an option in Physical Education and 

Fitness and Nutrition. 

Ricki has been coaching in Alsea since 

2004. She started when she was senior, coach-

ing little kid’s basketball. She later became the 

girl’s head basketball coach and the volleyball 

assistant coach.  Ricki said, “Out of all of my 

jobs, I believe that coaching has the greatest 

effect on the community. For one it is something 

that the community is currently involved in. They 

come to support the kids, and I think it is easier 

to make a connection with the kids through 

coaching then it is strictly through teaching. And 

if I can teach kids how to work hard and respect 

others and themselves, they will in turn have a 

positive effect on their school and community.” 

Ricki Hendrix 
By Jessica Carlisle 



9 

 

 Compost is made from all types of or-

ganic products like napkins, fur, hair, rotting 

food, sawdust, newspapers, and chicken/

rabbit waste. It is homemade organic soil 

that is healthier for the plants. We make a 

compost bin, and instead of throwing away 

your food, like banana peels and chicken 

bones or lettuce, you can use it to make 

your own compost bin. Maddy Zavaleta said, 

“It is great for kids to put food in the bin.” 

The benefits are instead of throwing 

away the food in the trash, they use those 

type of products to make their own organic 

soil instead of buying soil from a store or a 

plant shop. Compost has more organic min-

erals. When you are growing veggies, fruits, 

plants, or herbs for regular soil, they put 

types of chemicals in the soil so the plants 

can grow faster. I was reading about plant-

ing in one of the other Kingfisher Articles, 

and it said toxic chemicals in the garden af-

fects snails, bugs, and slugs and the plants 

themselves. 

Mr. Lynch and his assistant Ms. Hart 

teach about the plants, soil, and what types 

of soils people use. As for their plans, every 

spring they clean up the garden from last 

spring. They use the compost as the soil 

for their garden. This summer they are 

going to replant new types of plants and 

use the compost and spread it around the 

garden lawn and plant new fruits and veg-

etables.  Ariyah Bishop said, “It is good it 

goes back to the Earth.” 

I was talking with Ms. Hart about the 

basics of composting when I realized that we 

only do the styrofoam trays and plastic sil-

verware in the lunch room. I asked her about 

that and how other schools have silverware 

and trays that can be reused. We do not 

have these this year because we don’t have 

a dishwasher because in the lunch room 

there isn’t enough room to put one there. 

This summer they are planning to put anoth-

er compost bin next to the football stadium. 

Also she said they are trying to compost all 

the compostable items, use the compost as 

the soil for the garden and use the veggies 

and fruits for lunches or cooking classes. 

Jessica Carlisle said, “We all contribute.” 

The Benefits of Composting 
By Angelo Shearer 
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 When Jackie Hendrix was growing up, 

logging, hunting, and fishing had started to slow 

as people left the town. After she had grown, 

she got her first job at one of the restaurants, 

and then one of the grocery stores, and so on, 

and so forth, until she had gained a job within 

the school. She joined in November of 1997 and 

fulfilled the role of finances. The school, alt-

hough not physically, has changed a great bit 

since Jackie got involved in it. 

 Some staff have long since come and 

gone. Lunches are different, and things like the 

Alsea Mercantile have changed as well. Things 

that are physical changes are things such as 

paint, old wood, and cracked or broken win-

dows. 

 When I asked her, “What would your fa-

vorite job be?” she answered, with a smile, “This 

one right here.” She said she loves to deal with 

kids and other folks around the school. She ex-

plained how she helps handle budgets for the 

school, as well as help with sports uniforms and 

equipment. She acted as if it were not special, 

but with no doubt she plays a large role in the 

school. Really any job in terms of education is 

important. 

She often is doing work for the school in 

the office, and when it isn’t for the school, it’s for 

the children that go there. She has to hand out 

and keep track of uniforms, who they go to, how 

long they’ll own them, and when they should be 

given back. Jackie deserves a thanks at this 

school for a 

job well 

done for so 

long, and 

years to 

come.   

“Three gas stations,  two grocery 

stores, and a restaurant” 
By Joseph Schoenberger 
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Katie Sapp was born on January 8th, 

1980. She has one sister and four step siblings. 

As a child she 

was fearless 

and loved do-

ing anything 

fast. Riding 

bikes, quads, 

and playing in 

the mud were 

some of her 

favorites. 

Stuff like swimming and reading she also en-

joyed. Her parents are Jannie Hornby and 

Rocky Sapp. Her dad was an office manager 

and logger while Jannie was a stay at home 

mom until she began working at the forest ser-

vice. During her school years, Katie played 

many sports including volleyball, basketball, and 

track. She always had very high grade point av-

erages, made honor roll and received many 

awards. She did lots of things in school, such as 

being class president and other extracurricular 

activities. 

At home she loves to bake all sorts of 

things. Some hobbies she has include napping 

and reading. Although it is hard for her to find 

time to do these things when she has such little 

spare time. 

She has 

one son 

and two 

dogs. “My 

dogs are 

also my 

children,” 

she says. 

Her husband Aaron Schneider is a forest fire-

fighter, which is how they met. 

Katie’s first jobs were baby sitting and 

working as a waitress. Her first professional job 

was at Siuslaw Forest, which lasted from 1998-

2008. Her second job was public affairs that 

lasted 2008-2014. She still works at her third job 

as a business manager and a coach at Alsea 

High School. “Everyday is crazy working in a 

school,’’ she says. One thing Katie has done for 

our community is impact teens as a coach and 

office worker. She is an amazing volleyball 

coach and has helped many kids learn new and 

different types of things. A couple reasons she 

chose this job include her son Dom, her love of 

anything involving kids, and her love of being a 

coach. But, when I asked her if she has ever 

wanted to quit she said “Oh, a billion times.” 

 

Katie Sapp 
By Madison Zavaleta 
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Tami Bourne was born in Cor-

vallis, Oregon on April 2nd, 

1964. She grew up in Lobster 

Valley, Oregon, and has 6 sib-

lings. She says, “Living out in 

the country is heaven!” In the 

summer when growing up, she 

liked going swimming in the 

river and catching crawdads, 

or going swimming in her 

grandparents big swimming 

pool they built. She loved riding bicycles and 

motorcycles. On the weekends her mom and 

dad would have volleyball and horseshoe par-

ties. When she was living with her Aunt and Un-

cle in Redmond, they had a farm with milk cows 

and some goats. She loved riding horses and 

rode them as often as possible. She said, “It 

seemed like I could ride forever.” 

She went to Alsea school for a while but 

moved to Medford with her mom. Before she 

moved she was working at the old Alsea River 

Cafe. She worked as a waitress and she really 

liked that job. When she moved to Medford, she 

went to Central High School in Grand Junction 

Colorado and graduated there in 1982. After 

high school she went to Linn Benton Community 

College for about a year and didn’t like it, so she 

tried something else. 

She started dating Mike 

Bourne in 1996, they 

married on July 8th, 

2000, and had Lewis 

Bourne in 2001 and Billy 

Bourne in 2003. She cur-

rently works at Good Sa-

maritan in Corvallis, Ore-

gon and Peacehealth 

River Bend as a CNA 2. 

When her grandfather 

was in the hospital, she 

saw the nurses and 

aides helping out peo-

ple, and thought it 

would be interesting. 

When she saw her 

grandfather not well, 

she had thoughts of 

wishing she could 

make him feel better. 

Before she was working in this job, she was 

working for Grace Center for Adult Day Services 

and driving patients to their appointments for 

Quality Medical Transport. She was going to 

school to get her EKG certificate and CNA li-

cense. When she was done with all of that she 

got her CNA2 certificate. 

The scariest part of her job is when pa-

tients are very sick or injured. She always wor-

ries about them and wants them to feel better. 

She always tries to make them smile and laugh. 

She says, “laughter is the best medicine.” 

On September 28th, 2018, she got in a 

motorcycle crash on the first day of her vacation. 

She was going to have breakfast with her niece 

in Corvallis at a café, and on the way there, she 

was at an intersection about to turn when a car 

ran a red light. After she got hit by the car, the 

car tried to drive off but people who saw the ac-

cident happen went and stopped her. The am-

bulance came and got her and brought her to 

Good Samaritan Hospital. She broke her collar-

bone in half. “It was very broken. It was broken 

in half and I had to have surgery. They gave me 

a metal plate and put six pins in.” She still can-

not go back to work yet because it’s not fully 

healed, but she should be able to go back to 

work in a couple of months. 

The life of Tami Bourne 
By Billy Bourne 
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