
Focuson 
3rd/4th Grade 

Eighth grade graduation information 
on the bottom of page 5. 

� compliments, or messages 
Do you have memories of any seniors, 

of support 
you would like to snare for future 
profiles? Please email 
molly.schulze@alsea.k12.or.us. 

Poetry from Mrs. Ellis' 8th grade English 
students on page 3 ! 

SENIOR PROFILE: JASON GEFROH 
SON OF MARY AND GORDON GEFROH, AND STUDENT AT 
ALSEA FOR SEVEN WONDERFUL YEARS 

What have been your favorite 
memories at Alsea? 

I enjoyed the football season and 
the football games. 

Is there anyone you'd like to 
thank? 

I would like to thank the whole 
staff and every teacher who taught 
me for dealing with me. I would 
like to thank Mr. Clendenin, Ms. 
Jan and Nicole for always pushing 
me to do better and not giving up. 

What are your plans for 
summer and next year? 

I have plans to start working at 
Applegate Door Company. I'm still 
deciding what I want to do for 
college. I may go to LBCC for 
some sort of trade school, maybe 
plumbing or an electrician. 

Is there any parting advice you 
have for freshmen and 
sophomores? 

I suggest not slacking and 
listening to the teachers. Don't be 
a jerk to the teachers, respect 
them, listen, and tum your work in 
on time. Don't talk back, there's no 

point. And last of all, high school 
goes a lot faster than it seems; you 
start your freshman year, and it 
just goes so fast. 

These seniors are a great 
group of kids and I will miss 
them. Thank you all for 
being so kind to the lunch 
lady. 

https://explore.org/livecams/africam/tau
mailto:molly.schulze@alsea.k12.or.us


SENIOR PROFILE: TRAVIS CHILCOTE 
SON OF CHRIS AND JULIE CHILCOTE, AND STUDENT AT 
ALSEA FROM KINDERGARTEN THROUGH SENIOR YEAR 

What have been your favorite 
memories at Alsea? 

My favorite memories have been 
playing in our school band, playing 
quarterback in 7th grade, sitting on 
the bench for basketball, and 
getting valedictorian. 

Is there anything you'll miss? 

I'll miss seeing my friends, 
including most teachers, everyday. 

Is there anyone you would like to 
thank? 

I'd like to thank my teachers who 
put up with me as well as my 
friends that do. I also want to thank 
my parents who literally made it 
possible for me to live and achieve 
graduation from high school. 

What are your plans for summer 
and next year? 

I plan to attend the machinist 
program at LBCC this fall. 

with 
Mrs. Ellis 

Jason has always been a very kind, very 
sensitive young man. I remember back when he was in 
middle school, and he hadn't quite warmed up to me 
like the kids I already knew had. But the moment when 
he did (second week of 7th grade) was one of my 
sweetest moments of teaching. 

Jason is always learning and growing as a 
person. He listens to and watches his fellow humans, 
and he looks for the good things about them. When he 
finds he was wrong about something, he smoothly 
changes his attitude. I kmow he will have a happy and 
successful adult life if he keeps that skill with him. 

AMessage 
fromMr. 

Lynch 

Once again, the winner of the elementary math challenge is 

THIRD GRADERS!!! 
These kids are straight fire! (Pop quiz, high schoolers ... what type of figurative language is the phrase "these kids 
are straight fire"? Email your answer to molly.schulze@alsea.k12.or.us for extra credit!) Congratulations once 
again to the stellar third grade class and their support systems for their hard work. FINAL CHALLENGE: next 
week's winning class will receive a small prize for each student, to be collected at the start of next year!) 

mailto:molly.schulze@alsea.k12.or.us


Withlove 
fromMiss 

Jan ... 

Jason and I struck up a great connection from the moment I arrived at Alsea High School this year. 

Initially, that may have been due to his being an athlete, or because of his outgoing and strong 

personality, or because of my inquisitive interest in all of the work he had done on his car. Hard to say 

exactly, but the connection was immediate and genuine. 

Perhaps what I appreciate most about Jason is that he is who he is. Period. Jason is passionate, loyal, 

outgoing, has a sense of humor, and is willing to work for what he wants. I respect his willingness to 

work hard and to fight for what he believes to be right, or against what is wrong. Of course, we have A message from 
Eric Clendenin: spent more than a few occasions discussing how to advocate for himself, what you can and cannot say 

Director of Student (LOL!), and how to use his strong and direct personality for his benefit. I am extremely happy to report 

Services/Dean of that Jason and I have made tremendous strides in that regard. He is a fine young man who is indeed 
Students/Mountain ready for what comes next! 

Dew Addict 
I want to personally thank Jason for being a part of my first class here at Alsea High School. It has 

meant a great deal to me to get to know him, to help him set the stage to pursue his dreams, and to build 

a friendship with the quality young man that he is. I will be here when you need me, J. 

Catherine Ellis' eighth grade English class recently completed a poetry unit. After studying 
and analyzing many poems, they were asked to write their own: any topic, any format, 
minimum eight lines long. The results were impressive, and printed here for your reading 
pleasure! (All the young poets chose to stay anonymous.) Enjoy! 



Storytime with Randy Chilcote ... 

I have one memory that really stands out to me about my cousin Travis. 

Many years ago, when he was no older than 10, he and his family had an old tree swing that would swing over a small hill 
with a small creek running at the bottom. I was hanging out with him and his sister, and we were all taking turns on the 
swing. 

We had the BRILLIANT idea (I should've known better, being ten years older!) that I would sit on the swing and Travis 
would sit on me, and we'd swing out together. On the out-swing, when we were about to hit the highest point, the wooden 
seat snapped. I gripped Travis tighter and held on until we could get back to the ground. 

The WHOLE time though, Travis was laughing and still enjoying himself! It was then that I knew this kid would take 
whatever life threw at him in stride. I am very proud of the young man my cousin has grown into. 

Travis, you've always been there to help your family when we've needed you. That kind of dedication will do wonders for 
you as you head out into the real world. Stay true to yourself, but don't be afraid to grow and expand your horizons. I know 
you can be shy at times, but don't be afraid to smile at people when you're out and about. Interact with cashiers. The 
smallest kindness could change someone's day. I've rambled on long enough. Again, I am so very proud of you and to have 
you in my family. Watching you grow up (with no broken bones after hanging with Rob and I!) has been amazing, and a true 
honor. Love ya! 

A Tribute from Coach Crowe 

On the very first day of school, Travis was present in my 3rd period CTE shop class. We spent that class period and 
the following day in a "Get to Know Mr. Crowe" mode since I was brand new to the school and community. Travis 
immediately struck me as quiet and contemplative; I could tell from his questions that he was interested but unsure of this 
nutty new dude standing in the front of the classroom. The next week Travis was gone; he had transferred out of my shop 
class into the music class. At the time I was bummed to lose a student, and was hoping to have another chance to not scare 
him away! Looking back now, I can't help having this same feeling towards all of the class of 2020--a touch of regret that I 
missed out on a wonderful group of young people! 

I'd like to share one interaction that I've had with Travis that I'll cherish for a long time. Those of you that followed the 
boys basketball season know of the connection between our Alsea Wolverines and the high school team from the school that I 
attended. Early in our basketball season, I had taken our Wolverine team to watch a game on the campus of WCS, because I 
knew of the atmosphere and camaraderie that was present. "The Barn," as it's called, really rocks during home games. Our 
Alsea lads were pretty "wide eyed" during that first trip; the intensity and competitive yet friendly spirit is truly a sight to 
behold. We ended up taking two more trips back to WCS, the last one after the Western crew came to our house and supported 
our boys during our last game. The senior boys on our team asked if Travis could attend the last trip to WCS, and I'm so glad 
they did, because it was awesome to see the huge smile on his face as a quiet young man came out of his shell That evening 
we stopped at a pizza place, ate tons of pizza, watched as two of our crew battled it out in a chicken wing eating contest, and 
had lots of laughs. 

Once we arrived at "The Barn," our boys were immediately invited to join the WCS students in their student section. I 
could tell Travis was a bit nervous, but he went along for the ride! The gym was particularly raucus that evening, as it was the 
opening round of state playoffs and the student section was rocking. I kept a watchful eye on our group to see if they were 
enjoying themselves, and much to my delight, Travis was all smiles. They have a particularly crazy student that leads their 
group in a "roller coaster cheer," and it was hilarious to watch Travis laugh and smile as they "rode the coaster."After the game 
I asked if he had fun, and the gleam in his eye as he softly answered "YES, it was awesome" was all I needed to hear. I was 
given the opportunity to hang out with the quiet one that I so badly wanted to get to know in class, and I am so glad he went 
along that evening! Thank you, young man, for joining us, sharing your bright smile and letting me get to know you just a bit. 
I wish we would've had more time to get to know each other but I am in awe of your gentle soul, creative gifts and kind heart. 
Wishing you nothing but success and happiness in the next chapter. You deserve it! Keep smiling young man, the world needs 
all the quiet kindness it can get! 



I've had the pleasure of knowing 
Mr. Jason G since he was a lively young 
lad flashing that sheepishly thoughtful 
sideways grin. The youngest of three 
boys, a quiet one, a thoughtful observer, 
paying close attention to those around 
him. From the outside looking in, Jason 
is a protector, a passionate defender of 
what is right, a loyal friend and a hard 
worker. 

I've never had the privilege of 
coaching him in a sport or spending 
extensive amounts of time with him out 
of school, but what I do know is Jason 
has a large, kind and passionate heart. He 
is very skilled with his hands, a creative 
mind who loves to build and tinker with 
all things mechanical. To me, Jason is the 
perfect blend of quiet contemplation, 
skilled craftsman, and soulful caretaker 
of those near to him. 

I knew Jason's mother Mary from 
her time spent in the Kings Valley area, 
and I've kept in contact with them over 
the years. Every now and then I would 
run into Mary, and she'd drop hints of 
how much she loved Alsea and how 
good her boys were doing. She'd usually 
also add a gentle nudge that I should 
bring my family out there too. As fate 
would have it, I ended up in Alsea. And 
you want to know who was one of the 
first to welcome me? None other than 
Jason himself with a big warm smile and 
bright eyed "HELLO!" It was wonderful 
to see familiar faces and hear kind 
welcomes to my new realm. Thank you, 
Jason. I appreciated that more than you 
know! 

I was hoping to have Jason in 
one of my classes so I could harass and 
warp his mind like the others who suffer 
through Mr. Crowe, but as the school 

schedule worked out, that didn't 
happen. What has happened, though, 
is bearing close witness to the fine 
young man he's grown to be. It's been 
wonderful to see the competitive fire 
bum bright while on the football field 
and the creative mind at work as 
Jason showed me all the 
modifications made to his Subaru. I 
wish I would have had the chance to 
spend more time with Jason at school 
but I know the future is bright for his 
brilliant young mind and big heart. 
Stay safe young man, keep building 
those dreams, and success will 
follow! 

EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATION! 

Eighth grade graduation is on! Alsea School 
will be hosting an online ceremony on June 
3rd at 7pm. If you want to join the ceremony, 
contact an 8th grader or Mrs. Ellis, and you 
will be emailed a link on the day! 
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